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Thin King Flizaand your icltc to (4: '$, 
And tor cxamples. \ our (ole names to bring, 
As mizhtye Princes of the VVomens band, 
As cvochoile rulers of our Bry1riah Land : 
As (plendent wrrours of dame Natw es wealth, 
Thepuores, at: 1eds, and th'opprelleds health. 
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But whenmy ſtrength a ſpace Itryed had, 
Seraum ' in deepe ©omensto pen my minde : 

My wit ſLirke Gul: lfornd, my (+. hemecrs blinde, 

Mr hanis did tremble and my wordes weac bed, 

N. one rich ſertin c gal .ntly wasclad. 

Kor wonder ws 1: form bomkes | hnde, 

Soue Birds, the Suuncs br:2ht eames do ſeare by kinde, 
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( Y Reat Onrenc, at firſt this taske I took in hand, 


Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
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Wherefore, fone as Icame to fe my fall 

From S <y-lau.lt hopes which hid borne vp my heart, 
I tra 'glt icfoluedon ancth;r part, 

Brict. ly :.> writ in lence more gcnerall 

An levie,n Thame vamnitticall; 

Ad h: git; y your Prncely Altars light: 


Where Lawpesof grace might keepe u ſkill inſpight, 


Your Mats. humble 
& obcdicn ferrant : 
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Vics diuine which on Pernaſſme dwell, 
Bathing your (clucs 1n Pegaſean well; 
Intulc bi gh thoughts into my dullard ſprite. 
And guide my acmbling hands, whilſt I indite 
The tacrcd honours of your tcllowe Scxe, 
VW hich mens valawtull urannyc doth vexe. 
And you three Siſters whome we Graces name, 
Fayre ſpotletſe Vugins without fault or blame, 
Bcitowe tome beauryes on my rugged rimes 
Tha they may plcaic our mere then carping times, 


And 
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Andin full hcalth preferue themaſclues (ar leaſt 
From ſh up-ronguzdartes of many headed beaſt. 
Jinmo:rall Ne&ar in my mind< diſtll, 
TT hat I may write (with fauourable quull) 
W o:n-ns admired gloryes and their praile. 
That may be rcad in our next Nephewes dayes. 
And you bright Lampcs which to che world giuel.ghe, 
(Mighuc Commaunders of the greateſt might) 
Brauc Ladyes,lage Matrones,comely Damoſclles, 
W hole armed thoughts reliſt all wicked {pelles, 
Be you iny Load-ſtarrcs, guide me without tayle, 
Directihis lictle Barque (wherein I fayle) 
T hat it may ſcape the ſandcs of high dildazne, 
Ando the Porte of fauours lately gaine. 
Full well I wor, thus ſubz<& was more free 
For pcerlelic Homer: of for YVirgue Witte, 
The F lorence-Petrarker, T aſſert, or R pnſarder, 
Srdnyer os 5 pencers » VCO whome, rewatrdcs, 
Garlands 
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Garlands ofBayes by Poers graunted are. 
Yer lithence one whole temples (till are bare, 
W hole fruclefle braioe is like a barren rocke, 
A ſtonye ground, or oucr-dryed ſtocke, 
Couldchus much ſing : what might ſome ochers (ay? 
$wanncs notes excelling on their dying day. 
Noe is it that makes me thus pretume 
A great Atlanticke burthen to aſſume. 
A labour which nught Heresle: belceeme, 
Or onc wholc fame the world ſhould moce eſterme:. 
Ir's taſt duric, to a caule negleRted, 
By all abler perſons vareſpeted, 
Thar makes me take this Pencill in mine hand 
(The moſt vaskiltull Paynter in our Land) 
And on this playned table vadertake, 
Ot your high worth ſome portraiture to make. 
W ould God I had renoum'd eHpelles Skill, 
Thca might my wocke well an{wer tomy will. 

B 


Bur 


—— 


_— Ro ——__———_ —_ 
— — i oma 


But why doe T the arres of men defire 

WhoC are,vnlefle firſt ſer 0n frre, 

B y heat, whence all their ſcience flower, 

Which aberwards foe reſplendent ſhows? 

Within this Laberinch 1 

I cadnd 

$o as no vglye Minotaur, of iprght 

Shall dare with helbſh mouth at meto bite. 

_ meſnarkng dog tooch'd Momus barke, 
Techaumt hike ro tbe morning Larke, 

mat pntige 

For women-kinde, Naiures Epuomye. 

And as tor me * oac long kinde regarde, 

Oc freindly wn 8 Arn on 

Now mule no longer ay hy pon 
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Shewe what in Edens garden ſhe bath beene, 
Ler at the leaſt her gloryes palt be ſecne. 

W hen ocher creatures God created had, 
And lawe thatall were good and ooac were bad, 
Al's carcleſle man,whome he as beſt bid prize 
Scatcd to dwell in carthly Paradize : 
Then,chere he framed paſsing taire the reſt 

W nh knowledge and with wiſdorae chucfly bleſt, 
| bn ISI Ig we ve 
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Her (picudem _ coloured, 
And feds Sowerzin Apclilanouces £\ 


Her ({mooth tochead that oo arte did borrowe 

W as like the lca which no winde doth furrowe, 

Her vauked cycbrowes made of Ebcny, 

The borned Moone reſembled in the Skye. 

Her ſparkling cyes as ewoclerr ſtarres did ſhine, 

Full of (wcer _—_"} divine. Y 
z - 
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Her cares, hoſe ſhape my chonghes doe farrefurpaile, 
Wie cre like rwo Roſes ta a Chriftall glalle, 

Her white pretey Haghe-notedelccaded, 

A5 4 twount armdſte plame « banged. 


Enuic herkeke behotdingt had ſhane, 
Becaulc therein ſhe nou tound to blame 


Tworcd flowers {et m milke, her checkes did ſecrne, 

W hzre his ftrong holde the Shooung-Boy diddeane, 
H-:r mouth which did embalme rhe aurc about, 

Ac Corcall hppes &diead h:r(werre breath our, 
Shewing wvo ranckes of pearlos well polifhed, 

W hich hedg'd her rongue by Seeds turniſhed. 


But what meane {, mn ſhore CLOS 
That which in ample theame I might doude? 
Her body beauties flere-houle, God did make 
And not from mudde ;but <£aaxcr ade did take, 
The marter whence he did che wocke compole, 
(Duct was occ baſe a ſubict to be chal.) y 
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So as her 
(As rwo umes facd)was more excellent 

Then «Adams was,eay (pecch | will conk rme, 
Leaſt that | ſeeme it vaunely to athreme. 

Being the firſt hinges God dud ancly gue, 

Thc iecond p lte * the thard did Live, 
Endu'd with ſence : reaſon the fourth obcaind, 
And (o the laſt more worthunefle ll gaind. 
Thus certainely well vaderſtood the man, 

V hen at the ficit fight boaſting be began 

To lay,out of bis th-( the had been tooke : 

(So loone as from his bratea fleepe he wooke.) 
This pertely the lubull Serpent knew, 

W hen her he teempeed, with his: Is it crue? 

To winne the mau he thought it was no doube, 
That was his tcare the woman would ſtaad our. 
W herctoceto hot he did addrefle bus wales, 

W herewith mankinde hee daily (hill beguiles. 
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Well what did Adam? he did noc deny, 

But cat the truite torbidden readily, 

And attcr deermn'd his calc could not be bad, 
Telling by Euahs meanes bc finned hat 

To high lehouah puniſher ot vice, 

W hich cal'd ther foorth hidden in Paradice, 


And tooke the rule our of the womans handes, 
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was before mans pow rhull gouernelle, 
His miſtecdſe, owe, his wile, his Emprelic. 
Yerdid he not her caſt i ſlavery, 

Nor any baſer foule ſerwlrye. | 
Bur left her guidance to her husbands wil 
Oaely for order yeilding co him (bl. 

So Abell was ſubicQed voto Cain, _ 
Yer Cadcts Iudge th'autharine is vaine + 
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he catch'd her by tus baucs., 
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And us a point that cuery onecan tell, 

T hc younger borne moſt what doe farre excell. 
Now let lome T yper-bred clowne {peake his minde, 
Rayling his fill agaiaſt all women kunde, 

Ternaing ther wancon, luſttull Jetcherous, 

Mincing decemblers, flye, ae, vicious. 

Let ſome grimme Syrc his Dame in turye ſtrike, 

W hich 1s tus plealures mateus halte tus like, 

Jn wholc faire face Roſes and Lallyes meer, 

W hoſc looke is (miling and whole (peech is ſweet. 
Sith gait alllawes and witice wch doe deale, 

From malctattors well may one appealc. 

Yer would | tayne their proper vice once learne, 
Which makes mens calke to be ofthera fo ſterne. 
Arethcy accuſtom'd to that filcby finne, 

W hich is extoF'd by beaſtly «Areran ? 

The ſhame ot Greece, Spayne, kaly and France, 

VV here men gainſt kinde doe ſpend theu cheuilance. 
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Ah,ah noc.Nor is it Venerie, | 

Mcn brag ot chat ia greateſt brawerie ; 

Bur faulres in digers ſubieRes aleer nor, 

A blame in onc 1a cach one is a bloc. 

Belides, the men are caulcrs of thole crimes. 

That women weakely doe commir forme umes. 

W itneſle their carctull furres, their inſtruments, 

Their Syrens Songes, thar (ilenc allucemencs- 

Bribed {peakers,inucunons curious, 

Juſtcs,daunces ,preſences, lexrcrs amourous, 

Their fained frenzics, harder heartes tomouc, (loucs 
Their oathes, their yowes, their fickenes growne from 
Doth one deny a!l thele and lend none care? 

W ith ſome bale Peaſant ſhe dooth make good cheare, 
Plaſſo reportes, which ſought ro make her finne, 

Tis mult keepe our,there is a key withua. 

So as to under {iniſter bad calke, 

Many doe chulc tull ſecreuy to walke, 
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W hich tor their honours,now long fince are dead. 
As Lacia and chaſtc Lacretias 

The Dameſels Hype and Orythia i 

But ofone man as yet I ncuer heard, 

W ho for his chaſtitic tooke ſuch reward. 

Then fondlings ceaſe the temale (exe to blame, 
None truth can {peake that turneth to theur ſhame. 
Their very paines by God to them enioyn'd, 
Shewe how their mundes to goodaes are enclin'd. 
For 'tis a rule 3 God lends his croubles (uch 

As be his crearures abkc,lefle or much. 

«Alas alone hath d the heauensto bear, ) 
Rich Carbuncles in men onely weare, [ 
And vertues vato women proper arr. 
IEG 


D-uouter godlineſſe or charityc* 
Examplc take the V .rgin blceis'd Mary, 
W holc wombe concewd our hcalthiull miſtery. 
Here might I ſay women did honour mo: c, 
Chriſt lowe abafd,in all appearance poote, 
Then his Dilciples or Apoltles durſt, 
"Tis manly wiidome {till to tcare the wurſt. 
And hcre to cell, the labour were not ipile 
How many Scheolcs and Holpitalles arc built 
= womens wondious —_— 

rrue pertct nes ot high bounnc. 
AlS mich Sevdifion Pagan Sh cr» ſhewe 
W ho oncly rulcs of blind-d reaſon knewe 
Thc famous zcale whuch they in women deem'd, 
And therctore wdg'd them by their Gods citeem'd, 
Hencein larg: forte to bunour them chey taiga'd, 
Maay the place ot Goddciles had gain'd. 
As luno, Cibcl;aad Muncrua, 
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Venus, 
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Venus, Themis, Ceres and Diana. 
Hence ſome aliue to hcau'n they have vp borne, 
W hole blefled minges this eaithly mudde did ſcorne; 
Hence all the vertucs temale haue they nam'd, | 
As, Pcace,and Juſhce, Truth, with Faith vablam'd, £' 
And honeſtye which neucr makes aſhanrd 
But I an hundreth other poynes doc fee 
That in my iudgernen tarre more needtull bee. 
And now me thinks my (clfe amlike vnto 
Some one who doth into a Garden goe, 
Ot greene hcarbes a Polic for to gather, 
Yet there knowes not which corake moſt rather, 
So 1 the beſt thinges ſtrrue for to propound , 
Yet which are they my wiſdome cannox found * 
W heretore me pardon deere Mineruacs brood, 
If that my choytie or order be not good: 
Of womens louc to men fuſt will I rel 
Reaſons apparcne why to prize them well. 
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For by theſe two Gods lawe is full defin'd, 
Louc vnto him and vnmo humane kind. 
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And of this loue our Countrye dlaimes chicfe part, 


The next our Parents looke for in our harr. 


Yoke matcs and Children doc a third require, 
The fourth our neighbours at our hands defire. 


Now 11 all ſortcs women more loyall are 
Then any men. Long circumſtance þ ſpare : 
Eke many Hiſtories I wi onurte, 

W hich to declare thus argument are fire. 
To ayde her Countrye, tatre AMacares 

Her life did ipend ' allo Protogems , 

Pandora, Pleria and T broye, 

Paſithea with brauc hait'd Ewba/s 


* Didlefſe repeRtheir owne profperrie, 


Then their deere Countries iweet felicatie.. 
The beautifull Dame Cyati/ricles, 
(King Clcoming; mother of Sparts 


” 
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Her ſclfe an hoſtage dared to preſent, 

And vndergoe a willing baniſhment 

From l{eruiude her Cine for to faue. 

Such attes as thelc, ſome lottye ſtraines do cravy. 

W h:re were the men which voluntary dy'd 

V hen theſe occurrems feartull did beride ? 

W here were become their _—_— wordes, 


Their gliſtring armours, and thrilling (wordes? 
"Tis true I {ec a5 I hauc ſerne moſt ofte : 
Thc hart's moſt hardy dwell with rongues molt ſofte. 
Solynus (aith, therewas a Roman witc 
W ho with her dugges preſeru'd her mothers life, 
Ino the priſon having leaue to enrer, 
Dayly to viewe her poore ſtaruing mother. 
So Nicen olde Xantippe nouriſhed 
Her Father, whome the Taylor famiſhed. 
Shewe me more loue, ſhewe me more conſtantnes 
In any mcn : ſhewe me more fairhfidnes. 
C2 I filent- 
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I ſilently Hyphpula, 
Wuh _ ike young eAufon, 


That haue exceſdintruſty loyaltyc, 

Thevery band of all {ocierye. 

mam Platarch honoured, 
cindſbip to her bed. 

w more clt:cm'd her then a Crowne, 

W a'ſt cucr ſcene mens pride did lo come downe ? 

The Spartane Dames their Theſe «ms did conicruc, 

And trom dcaths preſent daunges them prelerue ; 

Changing their garments with chem tcaaerly, 

And (o reſtoring them to liberty, 

Remair'd themlelues fell, feirce rage to endure, 

(For nothing fot looke for were chey ſure) 

Alcecſtis did to ſauc her husband dye, 

Admertus King of wealthy T heſlaly, 

Canna no longer cared for hues breath 

Then that ſhe might revenge Sinacus death, 
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Saxothe Dance, Gunilda doth exrof, 
Porcia the Romane, Liuy dothenroll, 
Pliny doth praile the fickely fiſhers wite, 
W hotor to calc his paines defpiſde her life. 
So Alcxandcr ab «Alexandre, 
And Achan, commend tull many moe, 
W hich tor ro worke tnbbudabebending, 
T hcir owne griete nought regarded, or annoy. 
But vndcrſtand, it 1s nor mine account 
T he Sunnes bright beames in number iuſt ro count. 
Likewilc a Fountaine that is neucr drye, 
Doth nced many buckets it to cmptye. 
Fucthcr how Chuldren deerly they afte, 
Or clic their ne1ghbours friendly doe reipet ; 
For me to thewe were meere {unplicue, 
Sith all contelle thereot the vere. 
T oprou? that fire hath hraz,or water colde, 
I; ui ao dout or danger to be bolde. 
Wherfore 
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W hercfore Ile rurne me to another theame, 
— > 7 ng pA 
In Prudence, luſtice, | 

(W hercot Kings boaſt) and Ma 

Hereby ſome ſhort examples ile declare 

That in no poynt women ought wanting ate. 
Thoſe that can goucrne well, no verrues want, 
But of brauc hs 17 Wn nh 
Thatin umes paſt with and renowne, 
Maay a King = hauc and towne, 
The amd trend 
Sodoth the Carthaginian Hiſtorie. 

The Blacke Moores brag of hardic Aeroc, 
The Bohcmians oftheis Valg/que, 

Large Siria commends Z enebias 

T he grim ſterne Goths their «Arve/aſwntha, 
Sage Theodore did the Empire ſway, 

And men ynworthy,theoce did chace away. 


Semuramus drye Egipt did poſleſle, 
W home Ne OE rms ſtill doe bleſſe.” , 
And doth not England ling Elza's prayſc, 
W ho tarre excelled all bctore her dayes ? 
W as neuer Prince which ruled wich more peace, F 
Or did more gently ſubjeds paines releaſe, f 
Aad terrors vmto proud high mundes encreaſe. 
Out Zoylus and all chy hclliſh traine, 
'T'is no toule ſpight that can pure verrue ſtaine. 
W tules Suanc and Moone their courles keep in vre. 
VW ormens heroicke prayles ſhall cndure: 
Well haue theu woorthy ſp'rirs this merited, 
In whome all fine inventions fit were bred. 
The {cauen Artes that men call liberall, 
Were by the Siſters ninc fuſt tound out all. 
Geſture ſcemety and demceanours comely, 
Wee atiribure ro the Graces onely. 
Cumca wroxe the Romance = 

Sapho 


ten ate ates 


Sapho ncuer like for Pocſie. 

In Romca Scatuc dedicated was 

To Gracchus mſtretle that wel Ipcaking Laſle. 
Puhagoras lcaracd of Th:ocia, 

Wh Socrates of taire Diovnana, } 


Plago none wudged like Arch-naſla 
VWhih thouſands more, vw hich mcn themiclues do note 


And [I u ncedleſc mdge them all ro quote, 

W holc famous ſcience was by mc adnur d, 
As wut God then knowledge had inipur'd. 
Yea at this day how many may we ice, 

That hcere nm England now (till lung bee, 
W holc peaors and tongues (when as it is their will) 
Fatre Jo exccll cach ocher humane $hull | 
I lulently of purpote paſlc their names, | 
Sich nought my (peech can adde vmo their fames. 
Ah but men blame atl womens (ecrecye, 

Thcir tcartull mindes, charging and.cowardly, 


CESSES GSEIG 


for V/omen-konde. 


"Tis true that malice neuer wahts a marke, 

And huge great fires ariic oft from a (parks. 

For it by reaſon we this matter trye, 

We nothing tinde therein taue torgerye 3 

Not that I mane all women to excuſe, 

Al's tor ſome tewe I would not all abuſc. 

Wee lay in finnc he fildome ought to moue, 
Who fly can another well reproue. 

W hat thing more common then difloyalne 

"Mong gr- ateſt friends protcizing ane ? 
Ours is the golden woclde : the loue of golde 

Is more this day then it hath beene of olde. 

A lomme of Coync buyes honours Jouc and fremds, 
M-n ate nolongcr woluesto men, bur ficnds, 
That which you tell rofv:m 1s to a ſtone, 

Yer all h: babbles to ſooneas you are gone. 

Bur in t1mcs paſt, that hardy temale band, 

V huch in onc wght,ot Dancs did free our land ; 

D z She 


She who from kinde Piſtſtratus conceakd, 
T hat which her tormenrs might have well reucald, 
The banquet Cryaſlau,and Brutus wile, 

$hew ia whar filence they can (pend their life, 

As for tb fall together by the cares, (ſpeares 
W uh Gunnes, and Swordes, with Halberds or with 
For {ſome mall royes not worth the ſpeaking oft, 

A icaſt in murch,or merrie nipping (cott, 

Ir is nor womens culſtome [ proteile, 

Jll hould I doe a truth not to conteſle, 

T1 rue they judge che fight of armes 15 leaſt, 

Man by his rcalonditiers trom a beaſt; 

Likcwilc Sage nature hach not wrought ſo ſtrong, 
Their Corpes,nor armes , ac yet their legges lo long, 
As mens ſhe hath : but framed chem mote fit, 
T o cntcrtaine cach combarte with their witte, 
And mids'a thouland merrie pretty (weetes, 
Repell an onſcrrwixt a paire of ſhzeres, 
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Their hand*s arc madefor muſicke inſtruments, 
Nox for to branduh warkke complements, 
Further I d:zeme fuch hommaſle forrude, 
Jo woman kinde {mall vertuc doch include, 
Berrer doth Venus kerchiefe ro them fit, 
Or lunces ſtate, with wife Minerues witte, 
Then bruſh rude and cruch killing armes, 
Ot bloudy Mars, trom whom comes naught but harracy 
And truth to lay, without all ſpight or hate, 
Thoſe manniſh quean 5$ arc _—_ degenerate: 
Yet it ſome octh<rsaske for hardinelile, 
W ith ſtout courage, and vadauned bouldnefle, 
W ell can I ſhew,lo as cach one will grauar 
VW omen at necde can be tull valaune. 
Call me to minde brauc lafles of old daics, 
W ho gained pryſes in Olimpicque plaies, 
Remcmber wetheir greene banke Tritomda, 
For tencung, for ryding T hemenada, 
D 3 VW here 
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W here allo was their ordinary jade, 

To wraſtle,runne,and leape tor excercile, 

Forget not we how Archudamia 

VW uh her great crue,beat Pyrrhus from Sparta. 
Nor yet thc tame of one-dugd Amazons, 

W ho in large compaſle planted their Canons. 
Who hathnot heard of lewiſh Deborah ? 

Judith, and Jacl that flewe Sifara ? 

I bluſh to namethe maid of Orlcance 

(Ah ſhame) which dreft our armycs out of France. 
The fixt King Henryes daughtct of our land, 
Preleru'd her tather trom a murth'ring hand. 

Burt what meane I to ſaylethus tarre from ſhore? 
Stormes ofe ariſe, which none d1d doubt bctore. 
It that a thouſand torgucs poticiſe I mrght, 

And ckc ten thouſand hands well $kild rowrite, 
A breſt of ſtrong braiſe with tome Stemors voyce, 
Yet would I rather i I had my choyce, 


for V Vomen-kinde. 
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Thcn of al! women truc relcanulh make, 

VV lich tor aulgred vertues raoerrit pratte, 

A lumcd large to tarke an hundrath daics, 

Bereor [ rhunik ie heere to ſtay the courke 

Ol my weake pen,varyr'd 11 whus ducourſe, 

Mcns hardincs I picaſed am toiee, 

Thr wnonledgettreongih,and wildome liketh mee, 

1 hour matlyc corps I mcancrot to dilprailc, 

Not ouph bilidcs WiArince prayſes uſt they raiic. 

Yer when they needes compariſons will make, 

And womens glotycs violcutly take. 

I lay that valour with magnificence, 

honourcy veriue and all cxccllence, 

In that fwcer kindge doc principally ſhine, 

Cai {wig it {ocmerobe the molt dune. 

Therctore wilc racu that choole 1n yerne 

VV cs, amoregnaw e,orect re 
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Ovghtthema as equals in cach pointr' cſtecme, 

And but for order thera interiours deeme, 

W herctorc fine Ladics,graue Matrons, Dameſcls, 
Let your purc-mundes withſtand al wicked ipels, 
Yecldc you your (clues to ordinance deuine, 

That your hugh worth may ſtill wore brightly Niine, 
And thou Dame-Fortune neucr doc them bleile, 

VV huch by iniuſtice doe thy ſexe oppreſle, 


FINIS. 
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